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at Patrai, on the other hand, are perhaps not " primitive ",
but an invention of the Roman age.1
Hesiod, himself, or his imitator, knows of enough fancied
horrors to stock any nightmare. The Theogony is full of them :
Phorkides and Gorgons and Harpies, the chimaira and the
hydra, giants with triple body or with fifty heads and a
hundred arms ; a whole " demonology " as Miss Harrison
expressed it. And it may well be, as she suggested, that the
evil monsters laid low by gods and heroes, in the Olympian
mythology, are the actual gods worshipped, with terror,
by a still earlier age. Even so, Pan survives, at least as
regards his legs and cloven hoofs, in the Devil of Christendom.
But the question must be asked : Does Hesiod, our
primary source for life in the dark age, give, in the highly
personal miscellany of the Works and Days, the impression
of being badly frightened of supernatural terrors ? And the
answer is No. Half-Hellenized Oriental Gnostics, centuries
later, may have lived in continual fear of gods and ghosts ;
so may Arkadians, or even Hesiod's Boiotian neighbours.
But Hesiod, the imigrant sailor's son, gives us no direct
evidence of any such thing. He mentions the gods with
respect but without panic, and gets on with his work.
Certainly Hesiod's outlook is pessimistic. We live in
the Iron Age, even harder than the Age of Bronze, and the
days of Gold are far away. The nobles who govern us are
predatory and corrupt (Works, 39) but it is no use com-
plaining. A stronger has got you, as the Hawk said to the
Nightingale in the fable (207). The gods have hidden Life
from men (42), and that is why we have to work so hard.
The reason why Zeus hid the means of easy living and
sent us all the plagues that flesh is heir to is that man was
too clever by half—just as, in the Jewish story, by eating of
the Tree of Knowledge man lost his Paradise. Forethought,
Prometheus, tried to cheat Zeus over the division of our
sacrifices by offering him the choice of the bones, wrapped
in fat, and the meat, covered with a bladder. Zeus chose the
1 The name and statue of Artemis Laphria were introduced from Aitolia
in the time of Augustus ; Paus. vii, 18 ; but he calls the rites " native ".

